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Call to order: Meeting called to order at 7:00PM.  

 

Attending:  Tina Eshleman, Ryan Ahlgrim, Darrell Basinger, Paul Joireman, Ken 

Wermuth, Joseph Sprunger. 

 

Devotional:  In consideration of Black History Month Tina read an excerpt of Jay Jones’ 

(D-Norfolk) speech to the General Assembly sharing the emotions he’s felt since 

revelations about Gov. Ralph Northam came to light, recounting his racial inequality 

experiences. Jones said lawmakers have a choice: forget about it and accept the divide 

between whites and blacks as status quo, or address the issues head on. Jones’ 12-minute 

speech received a standing ovation in the General Assembly. 

 

1.  January’s Council Meeting Minutes were approved with minor corrections. 

 

2. New Business 

a. It was brought to Council’s attention that reviewing 2018 designated fund 

amounts was inadvertently overlooked during the Congregational Meeting. This 

will be address by distributing a designated fund report along with January’s 

Council meeting minutes to the congregation.  The benefit of creating a 

designated fund as opposed to leaving the funds in the general budget was 

reviewed.   

b. A church organizational structure was reviewed in use by other Mennonite 

churches offering benefits such as improving decision making coordination, 

defines a group focused on governance and a separate group focused on 

coordinating ministries (our current commissions). This structure requires fewer 

monthly meetings, fewer positions requiring membership, and requires fewer 

positions overall to be filled by Gift Discernment.  Council agreed each 

Chairperson will share the organizational structure with their commission seeking 

input to bring back to Council.      

  

3. Old Business 

a. Pastoral Evaluation 

Darrell is seeking one more pastoral evaluation committee member from the 

congregation. Ken Wermuth, Daniel Foxvog and Craig Wilson have agreed to be 

committee members.  

b. New Mennonite Hymnals 

Don Oswald agreed to make a new hymnal presentation at a Congregational 

Meeting tentatively scheduled for May 5. This date should not be in conflict with 

a 2019 pre-order date (and pre-pay) to be eligible for the early order discount. 

Fund raising advice is being sought in preparation of the Congregational meeting. 

A recommendation was made to be mindful of hymns having language that is not 

inclusive in older hymnals. This has been the taken under consideration by the 

committee developing the new hymnal compared to hymnals from the past having 

language that would not be “worshipful” for some.     
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4. Commission Reports 

a.) Education - Tina Eshleman 

Children and Youth Commission (Cheryl Boggs) 

- The Junior Youth and Youth Sunday School classes have been combined for the 

remainder of the year due to low/sporadic attendance. The teachers are team-

teaching, which appears to be going well so far. 

- A meeting was held to discuss changes to nursery policies and procedures, 

which was both productive and positive. We are working on action items related 

to this at this time.  

 

Adult Education (Tina Eshleman) 

Classes led by Barbara Bowman (“A Crazy Holy Grace”) and Pastor Ryan 

Ahlgrim (“Not for Children: The Book of Judges’) are continuing. Ideas for 

spring classes are still being considered. Craig Wilson has agreed to teach one 

class.  

  

b.) Outreach - Paul Joireman 

- The first responder dinner was very successful and greatly appreciated. Thanks 

to all who participated to in expressing our appreciation for the firefighters, rescue 

squad medics and police officers for their service to our community every day.  

- Through connections at the University of Richmond Paul met a Richmond Hill 

volunteer which may lead to further conversation how the Outreach commission 

may collaborate with Richmond Hill.    

 

c.) Buildings & Grounds - Ken Wermuth  

- Painting quote is in for the sanctuary ceiling- $5760. 

- Playground border and mulch next week 

- Replacing the old Defibrillator will cost $2500 to $3000 and is only under  

   warranty for five years 

- Sprinkler system out front is not working and leaking; perhaps it can be re-done 

as part of the landscape project when that occurs. 

- Carpet repair/ replacements costs should be in by the next Council meeting. 

 

d.) Stewardship - Kevin Smeltzer  

Council reviewed Stewardship Reports for January and February. The status 

report of FMC’s Abundance Giving Projects was reviewed with Council 

recognizing the total funds available in Abundance Giving partially funds the 

Landscape and Welcoming upgrade project at this time.  

 

e.) Ministerial Leadership - Ryan Ahlgrim 

- Jean Oswald and I attended the Winter Delegate Session of VMC on 2/2. The 

main item of business was discussion of a re-design document for VMC.  
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- Delegates suggested various changes and postponed approval of the overall 

design until summer delegate session. 

- The MLT is exploring starting a new small group. The Sprungers have agreed to 

contact various newcomers (and others) to see if there is sufficient interest and to 

act as group facilitators. 

- Christine Suders has agreed to initiate an occasional gathering of parents of 

toddlers for fellowship while their children are being cared for by church 

volunteers. 

- The MLT approved a Lenten self-examination evening series that will be led by 

Ryan, Joe, Barbara, and Craig, incorporating some of the material from the recent 

LMPC workshops at FMC. 

- In response to a request from Olivia and Yana, the MLT initiated a Library Task 

Force to look at ways to improve the library, particularly for youth. Christine 

Suders will chair the task force, aided by Stan (current librarian), Olivia, possibly 

Yana, and another person. They will report suggestions for changes to the Church 

Council. 

- FMC’s new website is up and getting positive feedback. Some adjustments and 

additions are still being made. 

- With feedback from MLT and various young adults, I completed a new booklet 

for our resource table: “Why Follow Jesus?” Hopefully this can be useful for 

encouraging commitment and discipleship. 

- I’ll be out of town for a family wedding the weekend of March 8-11. Talking 

about weddings, I’m helping Ben and Kaylee prepare for theirs on May 25
th

, and 

I’ve been asked to officiate for Matt and Bridget for a private wedding on July 

13
th

. 

f.) Worship - Maggie Sprunger  

February Highlights 

- An emphasis of welcoming babies and children in the worship 

service was discussed. Christine Suders will put something in the 

bulletin letting parents know that they are welcome to bring little 

ones into the service. 

- More scripture readings will be incorporated into the worship 

leader guidelines. Ryan will rewrite the worship leader guidelines 

to replace passing of the peace with a scripture litany and will 

suggest that the call to worship include scripture. 

 

Ongoing 

-  Joel Reinford is continuing research on the display of front and 

side screens in the sanctuary. 

-  Discussion will continue concerning some results of the worship 

surveys, namely other ways to welcome babies and children in 

the worship service. 
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Upcoming 

-  March 3 – Bread Service 

-  March 10 – First Sunday of Lent with Maria Perez Benitez preaching in 

   Spanish. 

 

g.) Chair Elect - Joe Sprunger 

- Total Praise Worship Center. We have heard nothing further from Pastor Rickie.   

- Victory Christian Center had intended to rent our sanctuary on Monday evening    

Feb 18
th

 in order to show a play to potential investors who might be interested in 

underwriting the production for further performances. They contacted Ryan in 

early Feb to confirm their plans had not materialized. 

- Chip Dandridge, who leads a Sunday afternoon group has asked to use the 

Fellowship Hall on an on-going basis.  He has expressed an interest to begin on 

Mar 3.  However, he has not been very communicative on getting back any initial 

payment or signed rental agreements.  I had expressed that we would have to 

displace their group from time-to-time, and informed him of some such events.  It 

is not clear how this will develop.  

- After writing the above, I received an email from Chip Dandridge.  They 

apparently would like to start with one service per month.  Once we have met, we 

may have a better sense of whether this will work out. 

 

5. Upcoming events 

a) Shabbat Service Program - March 1 

b) Shrove Tuesday (pancake supper) - March 5 

c) Ash Wednesday Service -  March 6 

d) Seeing Ourselves: A Self-Examination For Lent - Thurs. nights Mar. 14 - Apr. 11 

at 7:00PM   

 

Next Council meetings:   

March 26 

 

Next Council meeting assignments: 

Devotional -  Ken 

      Minutes -  Kevin  


