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First Mennonite Church Council Minutes 

June 18, 7:00 PM 

 

Call to order: Chair Darrell Basinger called the meeting to order at 7:00.  

Present: Darrell Basinger, Kevin Smeltzer, Ken Wermuth, Tina Eshleman  

Absent: Thomas Addison, Ryan Algrim, Barbara Bowman, Joe Sprunger 

Meditation/Prayer: Kevin Smeltzer reflected on Philippians 2:5-7, saying that Jesus, though 

being "in very nature God," took on the form of a servant. We imitate Jesus' humility when 

we seek to serve our heavenly father by serving others.   

Minutes: Tina Eshleman 

May Council Meeting Minutes were approved. 

A.) New Business 

BilingualKid preschool building use inquiry: Church Council gave approval for Darrell 

Basinger to meet with Claudia Robles to continue discussing the use of FMC's building for 

a language immersion preschool with half-day and full-day options. The program would 

need two classrooms, with 10 students per class.       

B.) Old Business 

Status of the Abundance Giving ad hoc committee: The committee had its first meeting on 

June 5 and reviewed the procedure. (Attendees: Jean Oswald, Joel Reinford, John 

Bowman, Ken Wermuth, Jay Rohrer, Darrell Basinger.) The committee agreed on two 

revisions: First, suggestions from the congregation should be submitted "with a detailed 

description and cost estimate for each project. Second, if significant funds remain at the 

end, the process "may begin anew upon approval of Church Council calling a new 

Abundance Giving ad-hoc committee.  

C.) Commission Reports  

1.) Chair Elect - Joe Sprunger: Nothing new to report 

2.) Education - Tina Eshleman and Rachel Beckler 

Adult Education: We have one combined adult Sunday school class for the summer, 

featuring guest speakers who are working on issues related to peace, justice and racial 

reconciliation in the Richmond area. In June we’ve had speakers from a new nonprofit, 
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Circles RVA, and from the Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation (TRHT) project 

through Initiatives of Change USA, and a discussion led by Thomas Addison on what 

we’ve learned through recent classes and book studies.  

Children/Youth Commission:  

Summer Children/Youth Sunday School Program revamped: Due to vacation schedules of 

both teachers and students, our summer Sunday School classes look a bit different! There 

will be no Preschool class offered, the Primary class (K-3rd grade) is on a "per needed" 

basis with parents encouraged to give dates their children will attend, the Middler class 

(4th-7th grade) is joining the Youth class for the summer. This class meets weekly and has 

a more casual and relaxing atmosphere during this time.  

Teachers Needed: There is presently a continued search for those interested in teaching our 

children and youth during the upcoming 2018-2019 Sunday School year, beginning in 

September. Particular needs are for the preschool class (2-4 year olds) and the youth class. 

Finding additional teachers allows for the use of co-teaching, which is a desirable way of 

sharing the teaching responsibility throughout the year and provides the opportunity for 

teachers to also experience Adult Sunday School classes. Those interested in teaching or 

know of someone who might be willing to teach should be in touch with Rachel Beckler.  

Bible School Reminder: Mark your calendars for Peace Camp, 2018, "Be a Peacemaker." 

Sponsors are FMC and St. Paul's Episcopal Church, The dates are August 6-9, 9 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m., Mon – Wed, then Thursday 9-5 for kids K-5th graders with a middle school 

class and a preschool class for children of adults that help. The curriculum will be based on 

Peace Lab, the Mennonite VBS materials for 2018. The extended day on Thursday will 

feature a service project for the middle schoolers. The elementary age children will have a 

rest time, an onsite service project and water play. A celebration dinner will be served for 

the families on Thursday.  

Youth Report: The youth recently enjoyed going out to lunch in celebration of Shavonne 

Hicks' graduation from high school. There are plans for preparing and serving a meal for 

Circles RVA on August 21, and ongoing plans for future fundraising efforts to raise money 

for the upcoming Youth Convention 2019. Childcare Report: A Nursery schedule has been 

made for the summer months. Volunteers are encouraged to check the schedule or bulletin 

reminders and mark their calendars. Please remember to switch dates if your given date 

does not suit you. Be in touch with Cheryl Boggs if you have questions or concerns. 

4.) Outreach - Ken Wermuth 

The commission hopes to identify an outreach niche for First Mennonite. The National 

Night Out will be Aug. 7, and the church will host a hotdog cookout and bounce house for 

the neighborhood.    
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5.) Buildings & Grounds - Thomas Addison 

On-going projects:   

 Landscape alternatives - a quote was provided for review.  

 Playground renovation  

Completed since last Council meeting:  

 Working with a landscaper to begin weed maintenance  

Future Maintenance:   

 Fill cracks in parking lot surface - get a crew to fill in cracks  

 Crack in the ceiling in the sanctuary  

 Need to set thermostats for summer 

6.) Stewardship - Kevin Smeltzer 

Financially, the church is doing well. Our offerings for the first five months of 2018 are 

$2,978 over budget and expenses are $9,102 under budget. Net income (minus expenses) at 

the end of May is $14,727. The abundance giving fund currently has $37,790 available for 

projects as decided through the abundance giving process. (See  attachment for the June 

report.) 

Council discussed how to handle offerings when the treasurer and assistant treasurer are 

absent. 

7.) Ministerial Leadership - Ryan Ahlgrim 

Ryan is working with Richmonders for Peace in Israel and Palestine (RPIP) to bring the 

Jewish Museum of the Palestinian Experience to FMC on either Sept 8-9 or Oct 6-7. 

Displays and films would be set up in the Fellowship Hall, Saturday evening through 

Sunday afternoon. 

Ryan is also working with Rabbi Michael Knopf of Temple Beth-El to organize table 

discussions between our two congregations on peace and justice issues following a Shabbat 

meal, next winter/spring. 

Based on a Healthy Boundaries workshop attended by the MLT (required by VMC for 

church leaders), the MLT has designed a brief orientation on the subject for the Church 

Council at its first meeting in September. 

 David Shenk, missiologist and expert on Christian-Muslim relations, will be the featured 

speaker at the Eastern District mission event at Huntington Mennonite Church, Oct 20-21. 
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Our church members are encouraged to attend a supper and presentation on Saturday 

evening, as well as return on Sunday afternoon for another presentation. 

VMC has been sponsoring a biblical-theological consultation on same-sex relations. 

Several biblical scholars and theologians have generated a report, and several pastors are 

being asked to come together to discuss the report. Ryan is one of the invited pastors; the 

group will meet in the latter half of August. 

 8.) Worship - Barbara Bowman  

The major work of the commission this month has been preparation for Ryan’s sabbatical. 

See below for a list of guest speakers.  

May /June Highlights: There was appreciation for Mother’s Day – the youth preparation of 

a litany; Pentecost – visuals: banner and red swags and candles; Joe Sprunger’s preaching 

in Ryan’s absence; acknowledgment of graduates – although many were not able to be 

present. Perhaps we will make this a tradition for the first Sunday in June.  

Upcoming: We are pursuing replacement of the piano in the fellowship hall with a more 

portable electric keyboard. There is a congregational meal with Clyde Kratz, VMC 

executive conference minister, for July 29; Ryan has continued to work with Marla and Val 

regarding regular youth involvement in the worship service.  

Guest Speakers:  

 Emily Nyce - June 17, 24, July 1, student at Union Presbyterian Seminary and FMC 

attendee. 

 Bill Nieporte - July 8, August 12, member of Ginter Park Baptist Church who 

attended FMC 10 years ago while working on a doctorate on Anabaptist 

ecclesiology. 

 Diane Mosby - July 15, pastor of Anointed New Life Baptist Church; a 

participating congregation in some of our joint services. 

 Sheryl Johnson - July 22, associate minister at Ginter Park Baptist Church (now at 

BTSR).  

 Clyde Kratz - July 29, executive conference minister of Virginia Mennonite 

Conference. 

 

D.) Upcoming events 

Next Council meeting:  August 27 

Next Council meeting assignments: 

 1) Devotional – Ken Wermuth 

 2) Minutes – Kevin Smeltzer 


