
Congregational Calendar 
 
• October 19-26 – CARITAS 
• October 20 – CROP Hunger Walk, 2:00 p.m.  
• October 27 – Many Peoples Sunday 
• October 27 – Fellowship Meal, noon 
• October 29 – Church Council, 7:00 p.m. 

 
• November 2 – Fall Work Day, 9:00 a.m.—noon 
• November 3 – Remembrance Sunday 
• November 3 – Girl Named Tom concert, 4:00 p.m. 
• November 6 – First Wednesday Supper, 6:00 p.m. 
• November 9 – Sewing in Fellowship Hall, 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  
• November 17 – Creation Care Sunday 
• November 18 – Settler–Palestinian Dialogue, 7:00 p.m. at 

Temple Beth-El 
• November 19 – Coffee & Fellowship, 9:30—10:30 a.m. 
 

 
Communion Schedule 
 
• November 24, 2019 (Sunday Before Advent) 
• December 24, 2019 (Christmas Eve) 
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WELCOME AS GOD’S CHILDREN 

We especially love having children involved in the whole service on Sundays, in 
all their wriggling, noisy glory, so please don’t worry if they cause a bit of a 

racket – we’re glad to have you with us!  
 

Worship Leader  Emily Nyce 

Music Leader Christine Suders 

 

GATHERING 

 

Prelude   

 

Call to Worship HWB 858 

                                                

Song:         “Come, now is the time to worship” STJ 9 

Song:         “Unbroken, whole, complete” (tune: HWB 328) 

 

Scripture Litany HWB 846 

 

Children’s Time 

          Congregation sings “This little light of mine” as the children  
come forward. 
 

Song:         “Gracious Spirit, dwell with me” HWB 507 

 

 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture       Exodus 20:12-17 

 

Sermon         “The Ten Commandments: 5-10” Ryan Ahlgrim  

                 

RESPONDING 

 

Silent Reflection 

 

Song:             “Obey my voice” HWB 163 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayer 

 

Offering 

Offertory           

 

SENDING 

 

Sending Song   “My soul cries out” STS 124 

 

Benediction 
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First Mennonite Church 
601 East Parham Road, Richmond, Virginia 23227 
(804) 264-3200 - www.firstmennonitechurch.org 

secretary@firstmennonitechurch.org 
Pastor Ryan Ahlgrim:  

FMC ONLINE Ryan Ahlgrim posts an occasional blog reflection on a biblical 
passage or contemplative topic at www.fmcbiblestudy.wordpress.com. A link is 
on the church website: www.firstmennonitechurch.org. First Mennonite also has 
a Facebook page. Like us at facebook.com/FirstMennoniteChurch. 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES begin at 9:30am every Sunday.  
 

Next Sunday, October 27: 
 
“Intersections of Faith and Science” – Randy Suders is leading this adult 
Sunday school class. It’s a tour of common intersections of faith and science, and 
is meant to provide an introduction to some cosmological arguments that provide 
an alternative to abiogenesis (the idea that life began from random chance and 
inanimate substances). Location: Room 116 
 
“Bible Study: Psalms” — Pastor Ryan will be leading an adult Sunday school 
class on the Book of Psalms that will continue through November. Including the 
fruits of recent scholarship, this class will look at individual psalms, as well as the 
Book of Psalms as a whole, in order to discover the surprising, vibrant and 
tenacious faith of ancient Jews. Location: Room 103 

 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL takes place from 9:30-10:30am and is 
available for all ages from preschool to high school.  
 
OUR BULLETIN is published on FRIDAY. Send information via voicemail to 

church office or email to secretary@firstmennonitechurch.org by Friday at 9am.  
 

Our Congregational Ambassadors 
 

 Today Next Sunday 
Greeter  Rosalie Eshleman Tara Sobel 
Opening Usher Brendan Hayes Chia Wei Yoder 
Closing Usher           Tyree Webster Chris Yoder 
10:45 Nursery Hazel Bowman Christa Kurbel 
 John Bowman Tina Eshleman 
Junior Worship                  - n/a 
Flowers   Beverly Smeltzer Sandy Elliott 
  
Congregational Leadership 

Elder:  Craig Wilson 233-6979 
Elder:  Ellen Basinger 672-7928 
Elder:  Jean Oswald 330-2969 
Chairperson:  Joe Sprunger  219-3200 

PRAYER GUIDE FOR FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS may be placed in the offering bag or pastor’s mailbox, 
emailed to secretary@firstmennonitechurch.org, or called into the office. We will 
rotate or replace prayer requests every few weeks unless you request otherwise. 



  The husband of Celie Davis’s sister Luree recently fractured his neck. The 
doctor has not decided whether to do surgery. Pray for Walter’s safety and 
healing.

  Curt Holsopple is doing extensive traveling and driving as he helps his niece 
move her belongings from Idaho to Toledo. Pray for their safety.

  Helen Tallman (friend of the Bruckharts) returned home from surgery and will 
receive home nursing care. The spread of cancer was less than anticipated; 
therefore, no chemotherapy is required. Keep Helen in prayer as she recovers. 

  Kaylee Stern’s friend, Jamie, a former camp counselor at Williamsburg 
Christian Retreat Center, was recently diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 
Pray for his healing.

  Former FMC member, Cecil Grove, died recently. Pray for comfort, gratitude, 
and hope for his family and friends. (A memorial service is planned for 
November 9 at Zion Mennonite Church at 3:00 p.m. with visitation at 1:00 p.m.) 

  Sarah Mauller, a new attendee, has recently begun teaching in Chesterfield. 
Pray for her health (which is getting better), her students, and for her journey 
to forgive those who harmed her in the past.

  Terrie Martin’s co-worker, Asia, is struggling to take care of her mother with 
dementia. Pray for strength and guidance.

  Shelby Scattergood had a Fibroscan recently that revealed significant 
scarring of her liver (borderline cirrhosis). A liver biopsy has been scheduled for 
December 26 to determine if the scarring is due to non-alcoholic steatohepatitis 
and/or autoimmune hepatitis. Pray for her wellness.

  Brendan Hayes’s brother, Marty, had a successful surgery recently to remove a 
Pancoast tumor on his right lung. It is yet unknown whether he will recover 
from previous nerve damage. Pray for his healing.

  Parks Hamm (Bridget’s son) suffered a severe broken arm weeks ago, and it 
has had to be reset multiple times. Pray for his comfort and healing.

  John Bowman’s brother-in-law, Jim Miller, had recent surgery for very 
aggressive prostate cancer. Unfortunately, the margins of resection showed 
residual tumor so he will begin irradiation and hormonal therapy. The lymph 
nodes, however, were free of disease. 

  Bridget Rohrer, who was suffering severe abdominal pain, has been 
diagnosed with diverticulitis. Pray for her treatment and healing.

  Bridget Hamm’s mother, Rose Marie, recently had her third round of 
chemotherapy. She is scheduled for surgery on October 29th. 

 
PRAISE 
 
  Congratulations to Cheryl and Sky Boggs on the birth of their daughter, 
Charlotte Grace Boggs, on October 8! 

 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME VISITORS! We are glad you are here today and want to get to know you 

better! We invite you to place your visitor card (found in the pews) in the offering 
bag. Join us again for worship and other activities!  

UPCOMING SERMONS:  
October 27: “All People Belong to Zion” Psalm 87 (Many Peoples Sunday) 
November 3: “This is for the Long Haul” Psalm 102 (Remembrance Sunday) 
November 10: “What is a Human Being?” Psalm 8  
November 17: “Cattle on a Thousand Hills” (Creation Care Sunday) 
November 27: “God’s Victory” Psalm 18 (Communion Sunday) 

QUIET DURING PRELUDE – As you enter the sanctuary each Sunday and take a 
seat during the prelude music, please refrain from conversations that may distract 
others who are preparing themselves for worship. Use this as a time to quiet 
yourself in God’s presence. 

COFFEE HOUR – There will be a coffee hour TODAY following the worship service. 
CROP WALK - Please consider participating in the Crop Walk TODAY at 2pm.  If you 

can't walk, you can make a pledge. You can use this site to sign up or donate to our 
First Mennonite Team: 
www.crophungerwalk.org/richmondva/Team/View/118311/First-Mennonite 

CARITAS guests will be with us again this October 19 through 26. There will be a 
poster placed in the Commons area showing the dates and tasks that need 
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider how you contribute your energy toward this 
worthy service to the homeless women in the Richmond area. If you can coordinate a 
team to prepare and serve a meal, or individually serve in some way. Because of a 
new facility being developed, this may be the last time we will be housing a homeless 
group in our church. Please write your name on the schedule or contact Jay or Pat 
Rohrer - mjayrohrer@gmail.com | patrohrer2@gmail.com 

MANY PEOPLES SUNDAY—First Mennonite Church has been blessed with rich 
diversity in our congregation: many cultures, ethnicities, races, backgrounds, 
identities, abilities, ages, etc. So on October 27th we will celebrate “Many Peoples 
Sunday.” The worship service will feature songs from different cultures, and we will 
have a carry-in meal representing foods from around the world. The Worship 
Commission invites anyone who has a story, testimony, song or prayer that they 
would like to share from their background to please submit that idea to Ryan Ahlgrim, 
Christine Suders, or Don Oswald by October 20th for possible inclusion in the service. 
This is also a good opportunity to invite your friends to our church. Share one of our 
welcome cards (on the table next to the front door) and invite them to our worship 
service and carry-in meal on October 27th! 

LAST SUNDAY FOR THE BRUCKHARTS – October 27th will be Bob and Margaret’s 
last Sunday before moving to Pennsylvania. We will say goodbye to them in the 
worship service and have a cake for them at the fellowship meal. You are invited to 
bring farewell cards! 

CARRY-IN MEAL – There will be a fellowship meal on October 27 at noon. This is also 
Many Peoples Sunday so please bring food reflecting cultural diversity. Everybody 
bring a main dish. A-J also bring fruit. K-Z also bring salad, etc. Cake will be provided 
(a farewell to Bob and Margaret Bruckhart). We will need help setting up and cleaning 
up. Thanks! If anyone would like to give cards to Bob and Margaret, there will be a 
basket for these at the meal. 

FALL WORKDAY will be November 2nd in the morning. Mark your calendars! 
LAST CALL FOR MCC SCHOOL KITS – If you haven’t had the opportunity to donate 

to school kits, a few items are still needed by next Sunday, October 27 to bring us to 
84 completed kits. See the poster in the Commons. The youth will be assembling the 
bags on November 3 after the worship service. Pizza lunch for all youth who help. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – The November 3 worship service will begin with lighting 
candles in remembrance of those in the congregation who have died and are in God’s  
hands. Worshipers will be invited to light candles in remembrance of other loved 
ones. 

GIRL NAMED TOM CONCERT – The band Girl Named Tom will be giving a concert at 
FMC on November 3 at 4:00 p.m. Admission is free, but we will take up a love 
offering for them. The band will also be doing the prelude for our worship service that 
morning. 

NOVEMBER FIRST WEDNESDAY MEAL will be on November 6th. 
MCC FUNDRAISER - November 6th is the next 1st Wednesday Meal and will be our 

Annual Fundraiser for MCC (Mennonite Central Committee) and MDS (Mennonite 
Disaster Service). The meal will be a soup buffet (attendees will vote for their 
favorite) and dessert--all provided by willing volunteers! At 7 p.m., Jim Lehman will 
share about his time with MDS in British Columbia. The meal is FREE; you are asked 
to bring a donation for MCC and/or MDS.  Last year the Fundraiser totaled over 
$4,000. Sign up and more information will be available in the Commons next Sunday. 

CREATING OUR OWN ADVENT DEVOTIONAL GUIDE – This year we will produce 
our own Advent Daily Devotional Guide, written by people who attend FMC! For those 
of you who wish to participate, write a 250-500 word meditation. Each meditation will 
be based off a daily scripture. Scriptures and dates are listed in the Commons. If you 
wish to write a meditation, please sign-up in the Commons. No more than 2 
meditations per person. Meditations must be submitted to the secretary as a Word 
Doc by November 10 at the latest! 

MENNONET ARTICLES – We are looking for articles on the special activities you are, 
were, or will be involved with in the near future for the next MennoNet. Please submit 
a MS Word document to Murray Ellison at bluemur@verizon.net by November 15 to 
be included in the next issue. 

ISRAELI SETTLER AND PALESTINIAN ACTIVIST DIALOGUE—On November 
18th at 7pm Temple Beth-El (3330 Grove Ave.) will host “A Painful Hope”: a dialogue 
featuring Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger (an Israeli settler) and Shadi Abu Awwad (a 
Palestinian youth director and activist). Both men are part of ROOTS—a grassroots 
movement fostering understanding, nonviolence and transformation among Israelis 
and Palestinians. The event is free, but please register online 
at www.bethelrichmond.org/events/roots. FMC is a sponsor of this event. 

JIM LEHMAN’S BLOG – Jim Lehman has set up a blog to share his MDS experiences 
in Grand Forks, BC. You can read his blog at grandforksmds.blogspot.com 

SLIDES FOR “INTERSECTIONS OF FAITH AND SCIENCE” ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS, taught by Randy Suders, are available and will be updated 
weekly: https://sites.google.com/view/faithandscience 

SHARING FUND—Funds are getting low in our Sharing Fund. This fund, administered 
by the elders, assists friends and members of the congregation who are facing 
financial emergencies. Please consider making a contribution to this fund by making 
out a check to FMC and writing in the memo line: “Sharing Fund.” Thank you! 

NEW HYMNAL FUND—For every $25 that you contribute to the New Hymnal Fund, 
you will have the option of having an inscription placed inside the front cover of a 
new hymnal (coming next year) with the name of the donor and the name of a 
person you want to honor (living, or now with the Lord). If possible, make 
contributions to the New Hymnal Fund by the end of the year so we can budget for 
what has not been covered by donations. Make checks out to FMC and write “New 
Hymnal Fund” in the memo line. Thank you! 

BRUCKHART’S NEW ADDRESS – The Bruckhart’s new address (effective October 
31, 2019) is: 1001 East Oregon Road, Lititz, PA 17543. 


