
Congregational Calendar 
 
• May 5 – Fellowship Meal, noon 
• May 5 – Congregational meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
• May 8 – MLT, 7:00 p.m. 
• May 15, 22, 29 – “Does God Exist?” Series, 7:00 p.m. 
• May 18 – Coffee & Games for Young(ish) Adults,  
                  9:00-11:00 a.m. 
• May 19 – Wedding Luncheon for Bridgett and Matt, noon 
• May 21 – Coffee & Fellowship, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
• May 21 – Church Council, 7:00 p.m. 

 
• June 8 – Everence Financial Workshop 
• June 9 – MYF Fundraising Lunch 
• June 15 – Sewing in Fellowship Hall 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

(Rescheduled from May 11)  
 
• August 10 – Sewing in Fellowship Hall, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
• August 12-16 - Peace Camp 

  
• October 19-26 - CARITAS  

 
• November 9 – Sewing in Fellowship Hall, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  

 
Communion Schedule 
 
• June 9, 2019 (Pentecost) 
• August 4, 2019 
• October 6, 2019 (World Communion Sunday) 
• November 24, 2019 (Sunday Before Advent) 
• December 24, 2019 (Christmas Eve) 
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WELCOME AS GOD’S CHILDREN 

We especially love having children involved in the whole service on Sundays, in 
all their wriggling, noisy glory, so please don’t worry if they cause a bit of a 

racket – we’re glad to have you with us!  
 

Worship Leader  Jean Oswald 

Music Leader Jim Lehman 

GATHERING 

Prelude Laurie Ahlgrim 

 

Call to Worship    

                                                    

Song:          “Low in the grave he lay” HWB 273 

Song:          “All things bright and beautiful” HWB 156 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
L: We celebrate the resurrected Jesus, who lives among us. 
P: whose Spirit empowers us to remove barriers, 

tear down walls, heal divisions, 
and seek shalom without and within. 

L: We celebrate the resurrected Jesus, who lives among us, 
P: whose Spirit empowers us 

to see our sister’s good as our own, 
to be our brother’s advocate, 
to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
and contribute to the well-being 
of every part of Christ’s body, 

All: So that indeed we can build up, and grow up, 
and be joined together into a new structure: 
where Christ’s spirit dwells, 
where Christ’s Spirit empowers us 
to be shalom-seekers, shalom-finders and shalom-
makers. 

 

Song:          “Would you be free” MH 555 

 

Children’s Time  “The Day the Sheep Showed Up” by David McPahil 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Scripture            1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

 

Sermon             “Unity in Christ’s Cross” Ryan Ahlgrim 

 

RESPONDING 

 

Silent Reflection 

 

Song:                “Heart with loving heart united” HWB 420 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayer 

 

Offering 

Offertory  Laurie Ahlgrim                                                             

 

SENDING 

 

Sending Song:    “Where cross the crowded ways” HWB 405 

 

Benediction 
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First Mennonite Church 

601 East Parham Road, Richmond, Virginia 23227 
(804) 264-3200 - www.firstmennonitechurch.org 

secretary@firstmennonitechurch.org 
Pastor Ryan Ahlgrim:  

FMC ONLINE Ryan Ahlgrim posts a weekly Bible Study blog every Monday at 
www.fmcbiblestudy.wordpress.com.  An online Bible Study link is on the church 
website. First Mennonite also has a Facebook page. Like us at 
facebook.com/FirstMennoniteChurch. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES begin at 9:30am every Sunday.  
 

(1) “Becoming Whole: Why the Opposite of Poverty Isn't the American 
Dream" taught by Craig Wilson, will explore a theology of wholeness and 
the Kingdom of God and how a broader view of what it means to flourish 
as a human and a Christian impacts our understanding of wealth and 
poverty and how we respond to those in need. Books are available. 
 

(2) This Sunday (May 5) the article class will be looking at these articles 
from The Mennonite: “Acts of God, human choices and disasters,” 
“Joining God at Work: MDS in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria” and 
“Apocalyptic hope in a climate of despair.” 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL takes place from 9:30-10:30am and is 
available for all ages from preschool to high school.  
 
OUR BULLETIN is published on FRIDAY. Send information via voicemail to 

church office or email to secretary@firstmennonitechurch.org by Friday at 9am.  
 

Our Congregational Ambassadors 
 

 Today Next Sunday 
Greeter  Wayne Beachy Matt Rohrer 
Opening Usher Ryan Smeltzer Bob Bruckhart  
Closing Usher           Wayne Beachy Sandra Joireman 
10:45 Nursery Kevin Martin Julie Lehman 
 Sandy Elliott Christa Kurbel 
 Pat Rohrer Olivia Harrison 

Junior Worship               - Dawn Addison 
Flowers   Roberta Conyard Sandy Elliott 
 
Congregational Leadership 

Elder:  Hazel Bowman 918-5859 
Elder:  Craig Wilson 233-6979 
Elder:  Ellen Basinger 672-7928 
Chairperson:  Darrell Basinger  672-7928 

PRAYER GUIDE FOR FIRST MENNONITE CHURCH 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS may be placed in the offering bag or pastor’s mailbox, 
emailed to secretary@firstmennonitechurch.org, or called into the office. We will 
rotate or replace prayer requests every few weeks unless you request otherwise. 



  In our broken world of resentment, fear, injustice, impoverishment, bigotry, 
violence, and drive for power, pray that we will not be swept up be the spirit of 
this world, but instead be filled with the Spirit of Christ. Let us be peacebuilders 
in everything we say and do, and may the Spirit inspire God’s children 
throughout the world be leaven and light.  

  Remember Pablo Fast (Beverly Smeltzer’s son-in-law, a missionary in Brazil) 
and his family in your prayers as they mourn the death of his brother, Daniel. 

  Pray for Marla’s Wilson’s friend, John, who was recently hospitalized due to a 
heart emergency and faces a difficult recovery. 

  Val Reinford’s co-worker, Sean, is doing much better and is recovering quickly 
now after several weeks of slow progress. Thank you for your prayers.

  Curt Holsopple has attained the weight goal needed for his knee surgery 
(possibly in early June). Pray that preparations go well, and that he can reduce 
his weight even more for a successful surgery.

  Pray for Russ Sawyer who has an upcoming job interview on May 8. Also pray 
for Russ as he prepares for knee replacement surgery on June 10.

  Fred Campos, spouse of Nelson Courser (former attendees of FMC), recently 
died. Pray for comfort for Nelson and for Fred’s family.

  Beverly Smeltzer’s co-worker, Sherry, had a successful double mastectomy and 
reconstructive surgery this week. Pray for her healing from surgery and cancer.

  Milton Hicks recently suffered a pulmonary embolism in his right lung. The 
blood clot has caused some heart and lung damage. He is at home now. Pray 
for his healing and comfort for his family.

  Pray for Susan Harley’s brother, Mike, who has been suffering with cold-like 
symptoms for months and has had worrisome lab results, but has received no 
diagnosis. He has just been put on a stronger antibiotic. Pray for his health and 
strength, and that the doctors will be able to make a diagnosis for appropriate 
treatment.

  Susan Harley’s friend, Cara, has undergone surgery for breast cancer and is 
now receiving chemotherapy. Pray for her comfort, strength, and healing. 

  Pray for Hattie Eshleman (Bob and Rosalie’s granddaughter) and her mission 
team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME VISITORS! We are glad you are here today and want to get to know you 

better! We invite you to place your visitor card (found in the pews) in the offering 
bag. Join us again for worship and other activities!  

UPCOMING SERMONS:  
May 12: “Lawsuits” 1 Corinthians 6:1-8 
May 19: “Sin in the Church” 1 Corinthians 5:1-2, 9-3 
May 26: “Marriage and Singleness” 1 Corinthians 7:25-31 
June 2: “Honoring Conscience” 1 Corinthians 10:23-31 

QUIET DURING PRELUDE – As you enter the sanctuary each Sunday and take a 
seat during the prelude music, please refrain from conversations that may distract 
others who are preparing themselver9s for worship. Use this as a time to quiet 
yourself in God’s presence. 

GIFT DISCERNMENT SURVEY Please return completed forms TODAY.  
FELLOWSHIP MEAL – There will be a fellowship meal TODAY following the service. 

Everybody bring a main dish salad. A-H also bring dessert. I-Y also bring crackers or 
bread, etc. 

FMC CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - A Congregational Meeting will follow the 
Fellowship Meal TODAY. Don Oswald will present information and answer questions 
about the new Mennonite Hymnal. There is also a proposal to move some unused 
funds for the landscaping plan. 

FILM SERIES TODAY - "Life in Occupied Palestine" is this month's film in the free 
film series Voices From the Holy Land.  It shows at 2:00 TODAY at Shady Grove 
United Methodist Church in Short Pump, 4825 Pouncey Tract Rd., Glen Allen. 

SEWING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (RESCHEDULED) – The sewing event that 
was originally scheduled for May 11 has been moved to June 15. 

“DOES GOD EXIST?”- Ryan Ahlgrim will give a three-part presentation exploring this 
question through history, science, philosophy, and theology. Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m., beginning May 15th. This series is designed for the community, so please invite 
your friends! Flyers are on the Commons table with more information. 

COFFEE & GAMES FOR YOUNG(ISH) ADULTS – If you’re a young or young(ish) 
adult, please join us in the fellowship hall on Saturday, May 18th, from 9-11 a.m. for 
coffee, doughnuts, and games. Childcare for your littles ones will be provided. If you 
have a favorite card or board game, please bring it. Please RSVP to Christine at 
christinesuders@gmail.com or 757-561-9668 so she can provide enough caffeine 
and sugar. 

WEDDING LUNCHEON – Mark your calendars! The upcoming marriage of Matt 
Rohrer and Bridget Hamm will be celebrated at a luncheon on Sunday, May 19th, 
following our worship service. You can check out their registry/website at 
https://www.zola.com/wedding/hearmerohrer 

MDS SERVICE TRIP - Jay Rohrer - Mennonite Disaster Service Church Contact 
Person is recruiting others to join in traveling to Conway South Carolina May 5-10 to 
help in recovery of damaged housing for residents that have been displaced by the 
flooding from Hurricane Florence. Contact Jay for information. 

SAVE THE DATE! ART FOR ARTISANS – a Silent Auction hosted by Ten Thousand 
Villages on Thursday evening, June 6th, 6-8 p.m. Donated artwork, crafts, etc. are 
needed. To donate contact Aisha Eqbal at 804-358-5170. More details to follow. 
Advanced tickets are $25.00 and can be purchased at Ten Thousand Villages, 3201 
West Cary Street or can be purchased online at bit.ly/ttvartforartisans2.  

 
 
 

 
EVERENCE FINANCIAL ADVISOR, LAWYER FOR WILLS, AND SEMINARS—On 

Saturday, June 8th, Everence representatives will be at FMC to offer a variety of 
services. In the Commons are sign-up sheets to indicate if you would like to meet 
with a lawyer (45 minutes), a financial advisor (30 minutes), and/or attend seminars 
(two will be offered). Also on the sign-up sheet indicate what time slots are available 
for you (8-10, 10-noon, noon-3); check as many of them as are available for you. 
Everence will then contact you and let you know at what time you will have your 
appointments or seminars. The offered services are as follows: 
 “Charitable Giving”: This seminar will focus on three types of charitable giving 

tools: gifts that help charities now, gifts that give back to you while also 
assisting charities and gifts that help the charity later. 

 “Life Journey Decisions”: This seminar will begin to engage conversation 
around estate planning; including will preparation, advanced directives, 
power of attorney, long-term care insurance, life insurance, and charitable 
gift options. 

 Lawyer: The lawyer will meet for an initial consultation with folks who are 
interested in will preparation or revising existing wills or other estate 
documents. 

 Financial Advisor: The financial adviser will be available to meet with 
individuals to discuss their individual financial questions and needs. 

You must sign up by May 26th. See the poster in the Commons. 
SHARING FUND DONATIONS—The Sharing Fund, which is administered by the 

pastor and elders, is a fund outside the budget which offers gifts and loans to those 
in our congregation, or friends outside the congregation whom we know, who are 
facing a financial emergency. The Sharing Fund needs replenishing at this time. 
Please consider making a special contribution by making out a check to FMC with 
“Sharing Fund” in the memo line and placing it in the offering. If anyone would like 
to request funds, please see the pastor or one of the elders. Thank you! 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - As the population of our younger members at 
FMC has grown over the past few years, so too has our need for volunteers in the 
nursery! Training will be provided, and you'd be committing to one Sunday of 
service every 2 - 3 months. If you're willing to help out in this way OR if you've been 
volunteering and would be willing to help out more frequently, please contact Cheryl 
Boggs (caweening@gmail.com). Thank you! 

PEACE CAMP - Mark your calendars for Peace Camp, 2019 at FMC: August 12 
through 16, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for rising K-5 graders and middle schoolers, 
grades 6-8. Join us for Peace Camp where children and youth will discover God’s 
way of peace! Children will enjoy learning stories, songs, peacemaking skill, 
cooperative games, and art as they learn about peace and how to become a 
peacemaker. Each day will feature a visitor from a different culture. Register on 
FMC’s website. You can access the registration form from the Home page or from 
the Events page. 

OLIVIA HARRISON has been accepted into a summer pre-college program through 
Brown University's Environmental Leadership Lab, which combines concepts in 
environmental studies, ecology and leadership, with a mission of developing socially 
responsible leaders. She is raising money to be able to attend, and is available to do 
child care, household and yard tasks, house and pet sitting, as well as commissioned 
art work. Contact her at: oliviapageh@gmail.com or 717-592-1995.  


